2009 HEALTH COMMITTEE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT

CONTRIBUTIONS:

CHF BORZOI DONOR ADVISED FUND:

Currently we have almost $30,000 in our CHF Borzoi Donor Advised Fund, earmarked for borzoi heart research.
Our participation in the Purina Parent Club Partnership program netted us a matching contribution of $960 from the
Ralston Purina Company. | encourage any borzoi owners who feed Purina products to sign up for this program and
designate the Borzoi Club of America as your matching partner breed club. You can see what a benefit this is to
health research funding!

HEALTH COMMITTEE FUND:

Thanks to the generous contribution of our membership, the health fund had almost $8,000 total at year end. Each
year we had used some of the funds from these contributions to defray the costs for the Nationals health clinics and
seminar speaker fees. In addition, we have annually contributed to at least one health research project orchestrated
by the CHF. This year, we wanted to do something really special for our membership who has been so generous and
forthcoming with their contributions to the health committee. So, we offered the seminar for free this year, the heart
clinic for half price and the thyroid clinic for less than half price so that our membership can really reap the benefits
of their contributions especially in a year of such dire economic conditions. It's our way of saying "thank you" for all
you do!!

Special mention: Thyroid clinics always prove to be a significant challenge as they are extremely labor intensive,
require medical expertise that | do not possess, require special medical equipment, multiple forms for participants to
fill out, and the shipping of samples that must be chilled and maintained at a specific temperature to only 4
recognized laboratories in the United States. Basically | fret over them almost maniacally and all the possible things
that can go wrong! So, this year when | fretted over the need for a centrifuge to conduct the clinic and was unable to
locate one to beg, borrow or steal, one of our members really came through for me. Thanks to Dr. Gary Nash for
purchasing a very nice streamlined, lightweight centrifuge and donating it to the committee for us to use for our
thyroid clinics! He always comes through for me when things get in a pinch. Gary, you’re the best! Thank you so
much!! And to his beautiful wife, Mickey Nash — special thanks for ordering all the necessary supplies and your
dedicated assistance with the clinic year in and year out and your moral support throughout the year! Mickey, you're
the best too!!!

In addition, I would like to extend a special thanks to Val Trantanella for the beautiful crystal bracelets she
handcrafted as a fund raiser for the health committee. If you haven't bought yours yet — you better hurry! They are
really gorgeous! Way to go Val gal!!!!

THANK YOU ©00000000000000000000000000000000

PROGRAMS:

CHIC PROGRAM:

The health committee established the CHIC program database with the OFA in the first quarter of 2003. To date
there are a total of 206 borzoi included in the database. The current required health clearances are Eye CERF, OFA
Thyroid & OFA Heart. Optional health clearances are for Hip and Elbow Dysplasia. The purpose of the CHIC
database program is to allow breed clubs to specify particular criteria for health clearance checks relevant to each
specific breed, provide a centralized database of participating dogs, encourage owners to test and submit results for
these specific criteria and reward and recognize the participants of the program. The BCOA health committee
established an annual monetary reward to recognize the next generation produced by CHIC dogs by honoring the
Best in Futurity and Best of Opposite Sex in Futurity winners if the sires and dams have a CHIC number. In
addition, a monetary reward is offered to the Best of Breed and Best of Opposite Sex winner of the National
specialty if they have a CHIC number.

DNA REPOSITORY PROGRAM:

The CHIC DNA Repository, co-sponsored by the OFA and the AKC/CHF, collects and stores canine DNA samples
along with corresponding genealogic and phenotypic information to facilitate future research and testing aimed at
reducing the incidence of inherited disease in dogs. The objective is:



Facilitate more rapid research progress by expediting the sample collection process

Provide researchers with optimized family groups needed for research

Allow breeders to take advantage of future DNA based disease tests as they become available

Foster a team environment between breeders/owners and the research community improving the likelihood
of genetic discovery

The CHIC DNA Repository has partnered with the Veterinary Genetics Lab at the University of California—Davis
and the Animal Molecular Genetics Lab at the University of Missouri. UC Davis will receive and store all swab
samples, and Missouri will receive and store all blood samples.

BORZOI HEALTH SURVEY:
At the beginning of 2008, the OFA extended an offer to all national breed clubs, to assist in conducting
breed specific health surveys; a project of mine for several years that | struggled to get to fruition. In very
short order, | was able to send the segmented questions | had developed for a survey to their computer
programmer, run some test pilots through their system set up and in a matter of only a couple of months,
get a very comprehensive breed survey up and running on their website. One of the things | really like
about the program is that, while maintaining total confidentiality of the participants, it allows any
participant to see the statistical results of the survey immediately. It is a very quick survey to fill out and yet
contains a good breadth of information. | was very enthusiastic about the volume of responses we received
in a very short period of time so evidently our fellow borzoi owners felt it was relative quick and easy as
well. To date, we have over 481 responses and the survey has only been active for a few short months.
Thanks to everyone who has taken the time to enter their dog's information. | encourage everyone to go to
the OFA website and participate in the survey if you haven't already done so. At a minimum, take a few
minutes to pull up the results and you will see an excellent breakdown of what's going on in our breed.
Very worthwhile and it only takes a second!

Interesting to note, below are some of the apparent patterns already seen in the survey:
e There are almost an even number of submissions for dogs as there are bitches
e  More than one third of the entries are spayed or neutered
e  The order of significance in diseases submitted is as follows:

o0 Cancer/Tumors — evenly distributed between dogs and bitches
Gastrointestinal disorders — slightly higher incidence in dogs
Orthopedic disorders — slightly higher incidence in bitches
Neurological &/or Muscular — slightly higher incidence in dogs
Cardiovascular disorders — evenly distributed between dogs and bitches
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CANINE HEALTH FOUNDATION RESEARCH:

The CHF primary focus as of late has been on genetic marker studies for several types of cancer — especially in
breeds extensively predisposed to cancer. Their studies include bone, blood, skin and organ cancers. The use of
stem cells in their research is proving to provide some of the most promising outcomes and undoubtedly some of
the most exciting times in future research! One item of significant note is that the research community has
established a National Canine Cancer Biospecimen Repository as a storage facility for tumors for future research.
If your dog is diagnosed with a possible cancerous tumor, prior to surgery to remove it, please have a
conversation with your veterinarian about the possibility of submitting the tumor to the tumor bank. There is a
specific protocol that must be followed, so it is important to contact the CHF or the storage facility prior to the
surgery or the tumor sample may not be usable. The storage facility is located at the National Cancer Institute in
Frederick, Maryland. This coming October the CHF will again hold their Parent Club Conference in St. Louis
where researchers share the results of their studies success and provide information on where they plan to go
next. | look forward to hearing about the result and sharing these with all of you in the very near future.

Respectfully submitted,

Ginger Jones — BCOA Health Committee Chairman



