
Home fires are the most common disaster and also the most preventable. According 
to the United States Fire Administration, an estimated 500,000 pets are affected 
annually by fires. The AKC and ADT Security Services offer the following tips…

Remove  
Stove Knobs
Be sure to remove stove 
knobs or protect them with 
covers before leaving the 
house - a stove or cook top 
is the number one piece of 
equipment involved in your 
pet starting a fire.

Help 
Firefighters 
Help Your Pets
Keep pets near entrances 

when away from home. Keep 

collars on pets and leashes at 

the ready in case firefighters 

need to rescue your pet. When 

leaving pets home alone, keep 

them in areas or rooms near 

entrances where firefighters 

can easily find them.

Affix a pet alert window cling 

and write down the number 

of pets inside your house 

and attach the static cling to 

a front window. This critical 

information saves rescuers 

time when locating your 

pets. Make sure to keep the 

number of pets listed on them 

updated.

For more resources on preparedness visit: borzoiclubofamerica.org/readyborzoi
Comments or suggestions are welcomed! Please e-mail Veni Harlan, ReadyBorzoi chair, farfieldborzoi@mac.com.

 ReadyBorzoi 

Make a Plan
The best way to protect your 
pets from the effects of a fire 
is to include them in your 
family plan. This includes 
having their own disaster 
supplies kit as well as 
arranging in advance for a safe 
place for them to stay if you 
need to leave your home.

Invest in 
Flameless 
Candles
These candles contain a light 
bulb rather than an open 
flame, and take the danger out 
of your pet knocking over a 
candle. Cats are notorious for 
starting fires when their tails 

turn over lit candles. 

Smoke Alarms 
Save Lives
According to the US National 
Fire Protection Association, 
the risk of dying in a home fire 
is cut in half in homes with 
working smoke alarms. 

The United States NFPA code 
requires smoke detectors 
on every habitable level 
and within the vicinity of all 
bedrooms. Habitable levels 
include attics that are tall 
enough to allow access.

Extinguish 
Open Flames
Pets are generally curious 
and will investigate cooking 
appliances, candles, or even 
a fire in your fireplace. Ensure 
your pet is not left unattended 
around an open flame and 
make sure to thoroughly 
extinguish any open flame 
before leaving your home.

Practice Your 
Evacuation
When you practice your 

escape plan, practice taking 

your pets with you. Train them 

to come to you when you call. 

In the event of a disaster, if 

you must evacuate, the most 

important thing you can do 

to protect your pets is to 

evacuate them too. A well 

trained and socialized pet will 

prevent delays which could 

prove fatal.

Secure  
Young Pets
Keep them confined away from 

potential fire-starting hazards 

when you are away from home 

such as in crates or behind 

baby gates in secure areas. 


